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Why Anthropology?



Physical 
anthropology



The social brain
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The social brain
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 Work in small 
groups

Promote social 
interations

Promote diversity



Political 
anthropology



The Hierarchy in Hunter-Gatherer Societies



The Melanesian Big Man and the OS Maintainer



What Happens When a Project Grows?

Indian chiefs Hawaiian Kings



Linguistics



The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis



Python



The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis



Symbolic 
anthropology



Rites of passage



Rites of passage



Rites of passage

Change rites

● New maintainer
● Promotion of 

project

Time/cyclic rites

● Release parties
● Conferences
● Keynotes

Welcome/farewell 
rites

● First contribution
● New project



Rites of passage

● Promote rites of passage to foster community

● Facilitate passage (mentorship, support in first stages, good 
docs…)

● Create your own rites



Social 
anthropology



Social Classes in OpenSource
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Social Classes in OpenSource



Social Classes in OpenSource



Articulation of Production Modes



Articulation of Production Modes



Do you want to know more?

https://www.youtube.com/@codeofcultureOSS



Thank you!


